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You answered the call of duty, and we

thank you for all that you have done for our
great country.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to
join me in honoring these fine men and
women.
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SALUTE TO OAKLAND PRIVATE
INDUSTRY COUNCIL

HON. RONALD V. DELLUMS
OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, October 11, 1995

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the Oakland Private Industry Council. The city
of Oakland has truly benefited from this orga-
nization. The Oakland Private Industry Council
should be applauded for actively promoting job
training and placement of the economically
disadvantaged.

The Oakland Private Industry Council is na-
tionally recognized for its creative develop-
ment of nontraditional employment and train-
ing programs. Just recently, a $1.2 million
grant from the State of California was awarded
to the council. These funds will provide retrain-
ing for civilian workers displaced by the clo-
sure of the Oak Knoll Medical Center. These
persons will be provided with critically needed
skills for high demand occupations.

Governor Pete Wilson has commended the
Oakland Private Industry Council 4 consecu-
tive years for making an outstanding contribu-
tion to the development of Oakland’s work
force. Each year the council has exceeded its
established performance goals.

This year the council again honors its serv-
ice providers which have exceeded their es-
tablished performance goals and their busi-
ness partners who assisted them.

I join in saluting the Oakland Private Indus-
try Council and this year’s honorees. In rec-
ognition of their dedicated and professional
service to Oakland’s economically disadvan-
taged population, I would like to commend the
Auto Parts Club, Youth Employment Partner
Inc., Federal Express, Career Resource Cen-
ter, Port of Oakland, Berkeley Adult School,
Oakland Neighborhood Center, and the Viet-
namese Fishermen Association.

Today, I pay a special tribute to the Oakland
Private Industry Council for its continued hard
work and dedication to the community in pro-
viding employment and training services for
our city.
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Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of World War II, I
want to honor an Arizona National Guard Unit,
the 158th Regimental Combat Team [RCT] or
‘‘Bushmasters’’ as they called themselves,
which fought in the Pacific campaigns. When
the war ended, they had spent 4 years over-
seas, 312 days in combat, and suffered ap-
proximately 1,600 casualties in three cam-
paigns. While they went unnoticed with the

public, they were recognized by the Com-
mander of the Army in the Pacific, Gen. Doug-
las MacArthur. The Bushmasters had earned
three campaign streamers with two arrow-
heads, a Presidential unit citation, and the
unending praise from General Douglas Mac-
Arthur. He proclaimed: ‘‘No greater fighting
combat team ever deployed for battle.’’

Arizonans already knew what General Mac-
Arthur discovered about the Bushmasters be-
cause they were our soldiers. They were our
husbands, our fathers, and our sons. They
were citizen-soldiers who came from cities
such as Phoenix and Tucson, from the many
Indian Nations in Arizona, from the mining
communities of eastern Arizona, from the tim-
ber and railroad towns up north, and from the
ranch country in the south.

Before World War II, the Bushmaster Regi-
ment already had a colorful past. The unit
charged up San Juan Hill with Teddy Roo-
sevelt’s Rough Riders, secured the border
when Poncho Villa raided the border towns,
and fought in France during World War I. Ari-
zonans had many reasons for joining the unit.
Some of them joined for the camaraderie.
Some joined because the unit was colorblind
and it gave them dignity and equity that they
did not have in civilian society. The unit had
some of Arizona’s more famous people come
through its ranks, including the late Senator
Carl Hayden and Pima Indian Chief Antonio
Azul.

When the Bushmasters reported for Federal
service, they proved their value during the
Louisiana maneuvers in 1940. The regimental
commander Col. J. Prugh Hernadon, a book-
keeper from Tucson, tried a new form of com-
munication with his radios. He had native
American members of his unit transmit mes-
sages in their native languages to keep the
enemy from intercepting their radio trans-
missions.

The Bushmasters performed so well that the
Army shipped them to the Panama Canal
Zone shortly after Pearl Harbor was attacked.
They were given the task of defending the
canal from sabotage. A year later General
MacArthur personally requested the Bush-
master Regiment to help him capture the is-
land of New Guinea from the Japanese. In
January, 1944, the 2d Battalion, under Lt. Col.
Frederick Stofft of Tucson, were the first sol-
diers of the Bushmaster Regiment to enter
combat.

The Bushmasters developed a reputation for
their fighting skills. In the Philippines Capt.
Bayard W. Hart, a Cherokee Indian, and his
men of Company G from Safford, AZ, were
awarded the Presidential unit citation for cap-
turing a Japanese gun emplacement without a
loss of life to his men. In Dutch New Guinea,
they beat the battle-hardened Japanese Tiger
Marines. Shortly after the battle they became
feared by their enemy. Japanese shortwave
broadcasts referred to them as ‘‘the butchers
of the Pacific’’ for the rest of the war. It was
no surprise to the Bushmasters that they were
selected to lead the assault of the invasion of
Japan.

When the war ended, the Bushmasters re-
turned home to Arizona, going back to the
lives they had known before the war. They
may have come from different cultures, spoke
different languages, and grown up in different
traditions, but they fought for the values they
all shared as Americans: freedom, democracy,
and justice.

Mr. Speaker, Americans can best remember
their sacrifice by striving to live by those val-
ues that they were so willing to fight and die
for.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
October 4, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REFORM

The operations of the federal government
have received enormous scrutiny recently.
Many Americans saw the last election as a
call to dramatically reduce the size and
scope of the federal government. The House
of Representatives has responded by passing
bills to place limits on government regula-
tions, and will soon consider measures to
eliminate entire government agencies.

But in the midst of all the high-profile ac-
tivity, less sweeping but important changes
have been made to help government work
more efficiently. The challenge before us is
to determine what we want the government
to do, and make sure that it does the job
well.

Reinventing government: Two years ago,
Vice President Gore came forth with rec-
ommendations for reforming the way the
federal government operates. He recently de-
tailed the progress that has been made on
implementing these recommendations.

Last year, Congress passed legislation to
cut 272,000 federal employees. So far, 160,000
have been cut. There are now fewer federal
employees than there were when John F.
Kennedy was president. Furthermore, federal
agencies have closed more than 2,000 field of-
fices.

In addition, 16,000 pages of regulations
have been eliminated, and 31,000 are being re-
worked—resulting in an estimated savings to
the public of nearly $28 billion. For example,
the Environmental Protection Agency has
either cut or changed 85% of its regulations,
thereby cutting its paperwork requirements
by 25%. These changes are estimated to save
industry 20 million hours of labor a year.
The Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment has eliminated 65% of its regula-
tions; the Small Business Administration,
50%.

But just as important as cutting back on
the size of government is making it work
more effectively, and progress is being made
on this front as well. Earlier this year, a na-
tional business magazine evaluated a number
of businesses’ telephone customer service.
The magazine gave its highest rating to the
Social Security Administration, which out-
performed companies such as Southwest Air-
lines and L.L. Bean. the IRS has also signifi-
cantly improved its telephone service, and
has pledged to cancel penalties for taxpayers
who are given incorrect information.

Congress has acted to improve government
efficiency as well. A law enacted earlier this
year makes it more difficult for the federal
government to impose unfunded mandates on
state and local governments. Congress also
strengthened a law to lessen the paperwork
burden imposed by the federal government
on businesses and individuals.

Both the House and Senate have passed
bills which would place limits on federal
agencies’ power to issue new regulations and
require them to perform detailed cost-bene-
fit analyses before new rules could usually be
issued.
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